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THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compli¬ 
ments to His Majesty's Representative at 
and transmits herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 


Foreign Office , 



t 192 . 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


Description of Enclosure. 
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British Consulate General, 
Baker, 22na Geptw^bor 1920 


h* 1 / 


Sir, 

It tuny be of Interest to 'Ila Majesty's Uo7#«ii.iant 
to report that tiio Honourable l.L. Horria, aecretfcry for 
tho Interior of the Hepublio of Liberia, nrrl**d In 
j>akor a few days ago m tho uuoot of tho SoToxnmont 
of froneh foot Africa. On Saturday last I wan invited 
to an official dinner »t tho Pelace, giron in hit 
honour, whereat, to ry surprise, in reply to tho 
Governor Gene nil's o?oooh of ooloouo, Mr, Morris almost 
I entirely o on fined himoelf to a description of the 

welcome whlah tho Presidec t of Liberl n hod received a 
fov non tho ego froo the Govern;, cut of sierra Leone, and 
the great cordiality of the relatione with that colony 
and with Crest Britain Generally w ioJ- had resulted 
therefrom. It wee easy to poroeiro that the surprise 
will oh I felt st Hr. Morris’ utternnceo was widely 

, . t*4\ •*, ' V“ 

ihafid by (bt Inigi sad dlitincttiitiod 9sapioy which 
listened to then. 

2, On the following dtiy Mr* Morris coins to see ms» 
md hi availed himself of the occasion to Inform ms 
that he *n» gre&tly diaoourwged md oast do m by Xhm 
want of smoosss which had attended his visit to Maker* 
Without waiting for ms to inquire what the object of 

oti oh/ 

His Majesty's Prinoi^nl 


Seoretnxy of Stats for 
foreign Affairs* 




*uoh visit was, which certainly I should have carefully 
ah stained from doing, he produced a copy of the 
Convention between Great Britain aid Liberia tinned in 
London on the £5th Juno, 1917, dealing with various 
Angle-Liberian frontier quest iona, end stated that he 
hud come to Dakar to obtain from the reach Authorities 
aonsetiiin^ in the nature of a alcllir understanding. 

He went on to s&y t.ut, except in res;ocL to certain 
SK.all matters of a wholly unimportant character, la 
proposals had bean declined, aid, as hi a visit was to 
conclude forty-eight nours later, he really did not 
know what course to slept. Ee insisted, to my great 
e ib arrestment • on ehewing me copies of telegram* wnioh 
he had exchanged with his Government and other somewhat 
confidential documents, and almost os red my advice se to 
what steps he should take. Of course, beyond expressing 
polite regrst, I made no rejoinder at all P and finally 
the depressed minister somewhat sjdly took ills 
departure, 

3. 1 have considered it desirable that you should 
be made acquainted with these facts in visw of the 
possibility of later developstats, 

1 have, etc,, 

(Ggci), R,C*i, 2augjiar;. 
his c,. ssty 1 s Consul General, 



nuw 



* • 


OF 




br: isi: lssai 

. , aig 

J'-.iy 31, Iqec. 






Sir, 




Vith re rerun •’re to previous correspondence ending 





with my despatch Fo.lOS of July 14th re st'sc ting t' e Franco 


liberiar. bound ary disputes, I he.,ire the honour to tr&nsn-it 




to you herewl *r a eery of the *tiher ian Syprsss* of July 




11 , containing on pkgee 4 l n: : 8 articles dealing, with this - 

mutter. 

» V 

I have the honour to be, 

i J ^ 

Sir, 








Tith greet triitl u .7 respect*. 


7c ur mo'st obedient 

humble $e r\ r ent , 


Hie Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State 

for Fore! rs Affairs* 
etc-,e tc., etc *, 


Fore h;n Office, 
London, ", ,7.1 
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pw®cit#v» itSn~ r , 

July 14, 19SC. 
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V ?? 'VSe 




f ; *< fce f*tuIvan gc to .f l>y t>c 14ijert tn n vQ i ui&*->£y 




t 



-tfitn rvl' tivc to vo ch .-vefcoion on 1 r franco-* it otimi 
frontiov? T V’vt: the hor?i r to to you hero-* £** 

IrV- ' 

tt*o <pftvn*n*.»: enm-! ur*n"to ! to <© ’ . th« ;, '>r > 'rfr«t!nt ©f ~trte 






for agn*tfnia.»o« of bolero ce in on koivtortiv the m VKr. 




- * * • 4m - - ‘ « 






•.- • ‘,r ■■.-. ” 


S(k» 






i hrve V.e to be, 

r-ir, 


‘4 .1 > 


i’ t tri-f h ^r; ¥ rrrvct* 













Your rtfl§t OT. i 

toumWe >:iwnt f 










•-io ivGOty f r. rinelpia 

-ccrota^y of Stftto 





K&rfc 


for T ’oreJ ;n Affaim, 


%- MIA 








9*o» ? Q*• n• | ^*O * | 

Foreign Offioe, 

London, G©*1# 
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T' 

I atp 



F^r-’lfn Of^io 

* 

July o,l 5>5 
No^ljL 



V our t e 1 r> r ram No ,11 , 

Iiibrrlan P ‘Or t,ar\ of State Palled Jul?. ?nn for 

* 

Bout: amp^on. t\ G rman SB/"WAltAI“ in or^r t'» dlpoupp wit! 
HIp Ma-jr p ty *-p Government and l ater witf United Statee* 
Oovernmoit French agrroppion on tie frontier.Hr ^ae sent 
me Note proteeting agalnpt aoti*ne and attitude of French 

Oo-cfrnmentf copirp by popt, * 

Probably another perhapp main reapon f'r vtpit ip 

.* 

to defend American loan projeot.P opp icly he hap chopen thip 
mom nt for protapt in !vpp 'f h. Indering Anglo-French 

on—operati n again?t American povemo. 

General Receiver of Cuptoma ealla p! *rtl\ for 

x 

America to dieeupe loan arraneem-nte, 

Brit'ph 'ntereetp ' ere p- riouely alarmed at threat 
to their proppectp, 

I learn from a r liafcie pourca tl at Firepione 


group 







MEMORANDUM. 


From 


HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S 
CONSUL-GENERAL. 


To 


Monrovia- 


19 


Of Government of thin 




From 


To 


19 


proup propopp to en^eavour to havpi.m© removed from thI p 
poet "jat ftXL c'lptp" r at. are uncertain of oo- .p* ration 


o ■ unt, ry in thr ir aim. 


0 *M 'are 

«* ,• 
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Binii&K 

ItCifKOVTA* 'LIBBillA- 

July 1, :®?5. 



^fir, 

With reference to ry dee, etches I T o. 103 of August 4th 
1924 and ITo, 28 of I 'arch 3rd 19 HL , respecting friction between 
the French and Xi .erfan loverr.ments arising out of frontier 
disputes, and referring also tc previous correspondence ending 
with py despatch Jo,46 of April 2nd last f rslattve to the un- 
s&ti?factcry progress of the Franco-liter Ian r oim ary Survey, 

I have the honour to transmit tc you herewith a copy of a. Jots 
that I lu-.ve received fron the Secretary of State of this Republic 
complaining of acts of aggression by the ^rcrieh, end of the attit¬ 
ude of France towards the uestion of frontier delirritatdon. 

£, I understand that the Secretcry of State is 
"earing for Sngland today to discuss the subject matter of 
the enclosed Note with you, and that he if? proceeding Inter 
to Washington for the same purpose* I feel sure, however, 
that an equally strong, if not stronger, motive fcr hie visit 
to you is to defend the Aireri'sn loan project, and to endeavour 
to persuade you that it does not threaten^! British interests, 
an assertion which T 

Hi n JaJe sty »s Frincipal 
Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs 

e - e* j etc*, etc., 

Persign Office, 

lender, S*V. .1* 







belle** to bm view ift nVinrerf by t'e ^rltlali U &. 

Lheaiiel*e» - on* leading fira, ie*> r? oor ir* * r 3a N laving p t\ 
of oattlng tlelr loeaee and wlti^i rawing i 14 % ^ ;■>■■* 

thxoupi , l mupt auk y juj indulgence i or br Lnplng irn 
#xtr*tt*ou* subject into tl la deryatol # but Up mil oXof ui 

in a few u Unite* from now, and 1 ave not time to write 

^ i 

a ppparst# dee pamr about *»lr bnralay** pro on ala ulterior 
motive for call my on you* 

n I p 1 oulc pfi gjLa^ If vou 4r<vulc b* so g>od ra to 
instruct a* to tc*» r^ly t» a* to tie Liberian 

sr^rbTif at r * g j ,unioat ion* 

i mvp V a ! oncmr to b# 

Sir, 

•ill: art. t truti .uic ypppFct 
Mw noet 

bum ole S#r i ^BXit i 


\ 










to 


BRinsii ygfej gioii, yy y 

EOIROVIA, ID- III/ . 

JUl,Y 1 , 191 O. 






You r Fice © XI oncy p 

I lurve th*> honour o ncJmofl#fee the receipt of 
your ? oto of June P9 th IW^reawotlne act© of ©a^asion 
lay the Trench Government or their official repreeentativee 
|H French territory adjacent to Liberia f and ^'dative to 
the attitude of the French Govemraeut towards the question 
of frontier delinitatI qih 

T m X am conrunieating the content® of Your 
Excellency* ti Kate to Hie Majesty <s Government. fortlwi > 
and I ehtf'.O not fail to infpvn you of ny Government 1 © 
reply pb r>oon s© it cores to v 'an&# 

5, X avrii - yes©if of the opportunity to convoy 
to Your xoellenoy the {insurance of sty highest cone d i. 
and respect* 

I have the honour to bo* 

Your Ixcclleney*© most obedient Se vantf 


H. .&wxc& d'Mfi ires, 


Hi* Excellency 

The Secretary of state 

of the Republic of Liberia* 
Dept rtifient of state* 

IfjlHftAwl * . 






Kr. Charge d'Affaire3, 

The Government of the Republic of Liberia 
basing their action upon the pro memoriae exchanged 
at Washington between the Secretary of State of the 
United States and Ilia Britannic Majesty's Ambassador 
on the Eighth of 'larch 1397 to ttic following offoct: 


British buzassx 

Washington,’larch 8 , 1897. 


Tho undersigned is instructed by hie 
Goveindent with roforenco to repeated on¬ 
es roactmonts on tho territory of the Liberian 
Republic to submit to the United States 
Goto moont tho following suggestions! 

It might prove of scrvico to tho Libe¬ 
rian republic and oncoumge it to resist ab¬ 
sorption by a foreign power were tho Govern¬ 
ments of Great Britain and of tho United 
States to malic a joint declaration of tho spe¬ 
cial interest tahon by them in tho indepen¬ 
dence of that Republic. 

3gd. Julian Pouncefort 
IT. E. li. Aubas sado r. 


Department of litate, 
Washington, March 13, 1897 


Having roforenco to tho confidential pro 
memoriae submitted by His Hxcol 1 oncy tho Bri¬ 
tish Ambassador, on the Oth of TIarcn last,and 
Leins 1 dosirouo, in viow of tho circumstance 
of that Republic being an offshoot cf the com¬ 
munity of Ihe United Rtate, and to show toward 
it a hind spirit and all proper sympathy, tho 
United 8tatos for its part declares the spo¬ 
ol al interest tabon by it in the indopondonco 
of tho Republic of Liberia and concern it must 
feol should any prospect of its absorption by 
a foreign power dovelop in tho future. 


Tho 


His Britannic Ilajosty's Gharge d'Affaires, 
British Legation, 

Uonrovia. 
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The Government of the United states is "rati¬ 
fied to perceive from the British pro memoriae of 
Larch 8, last that ITor Llajesty's Government enter¬ 
tains a similar special interest in tho indepen¬ 
dence of tho Liberian Republic. 

Ggd. John Gherman. 

and relying upon tho bonevolent interest of tho Government 
of His "ritannic Majesty in the affairs of tho Republic com¬ 
municate this Protest against tho following facts in rela¬ 
tion to aggressive acts of the French Republic against the 
territory and peace of Liberia in full confidence that the 
good offices of Ris Lajosty’s Government might ho relied 
upon to procure a peaceful adjustment of the situation. 

2. Tfith tho object of defining tho boundaries of 
the territories of Liberia and of the Trench poss3Q33ion in 
Noat i.frica, tho two Governments entered into an Agreement 
in 1908 which sets out the limits of the torritcrios apper¬ 
taining to tho two States and set up a Delimitation Commis¬ 
sion which pogged out the frontier in accordance with the 
provisions of said Agreement. This tho Lilorian Government 
wore led to regard as definite settlement of the questions 
outstanding between the two Republics, and proceeded with¬ 
in tho limits of their moans to pacify and effectually oc¬ 
cupy and administer the territory which fell to their ju¬ 
risdiction. 

3. Subsequently the Government of tho French Re¬ 
public, claiming that the Agreement of 1903 was defective, 
demanded the rectification .^f the boundaries fixed by that 
arrangement in accordance wit! data submitted by the Fronch. 
Notwithstanding tho objections of the Liberian Government to 
the reopening of a question which in their opinion was res 
adjndicnta , they wore compelled under the Trench throat of 
foreoaHc annexation of the territory desired by that 

Government, 
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5ovoramontj to acnuiosco in the rectification in accor¬ 
dance with the will cf tlio French Coverrmiont• The for- 
nuli for rectification was sot forth in the Act of 1911* 
Pojjing operations in accordance with the provisions of 
said let was commenced mid carried out until 1915 hi on, 
in the region of unta, " military poet in Liberia which 
had ' oon orpxecolp arraigned to Lihoria'Ly the Act of 1911, 
the Frond Co:n.:ioaion demanded the inclusion of this torn 
and its environs in French territory* This demand ~;ma 
based upon the claim that the determination of the meri¬ 
dian 11° 50 T Test of Paris, made by the former Commission 
(TUchaud-IIelor) nd marked m the ground by cairns and a 
road, was inaccurate* 

4, In consonuonce of the Liberian refusal to 

accede tc this demand, which wo:- in open violation of 

the Act, the operations wore broken off by the French 

CcLmjjign vni have not since bean r ouuod, notwith- 

ctendio^ tbo froouant requests of the Liberian Govern-.ont, 
“at 

who Live. Teat espensc set up --nd maintain ad a par.iianont 
boundary Goneiosion in order tint thoro should bo no delay 
properly attributable to then whenever the Government of 
the Trench ?.Oj rhl io would ho disponed to reotoo the pc£- 
jinr out opsrations. The Liberian authority was disputed 
in this royion - nd Liberian ouiuputioa os bonded Oastward 
of Zinta to the. town Tara lalahala or Tara^ia which, un¬ 
der tlio F.ichatid-ISabtor determination of tho meridian 11°50 ’ 
1 y astride the boundary. 

5. In 1010 French activity against Liberia 
assumed a now phase. Tbidin" parties orpjauisod in French 
torritory invadod Liberia and burnt the important towns 

of 







_4- 


of Salaga 4nd Hangbelahun involving auch destruction of 
property and lore of life. Protoots wore made to the 
Covornuont of the French Republic and an understanding was 
reached by which a joint enquiry into the facto of the 
raid would ho hold on the spot. The Liberian member of this 
proposed Conniscion of enquiry was held ready on the spot 
for tv.'O years hat the French Commission vms never appointed, 
no satisfaction was given to the Liberian Sovoriimeiit and no¬ 
body punished for thin outrage ijainst the territory of a 
friendly neighbour. From 1010 to the present those raids 
havo continued with -*ory unfavourable reactions upon the 
peace of tao border regions of Liberia. 

G. .‘mother phase of these aggressive acts 
of the French Authorities in Test Africa opened in 1023 
when the local officials demanded the evacuation by Li¬ 
berian officials and subjects of the territory lying be¬ 
tween Zigada (dinta) and Lalahala (iiaragara) on the claim 
that it was undisputed French territory. The Liberian 
Government refused to consider this claim as being serious¬ 
ly put forward by the Authorities of the French Republic. 

They viewed it as an aberration of a local official who 
would ofcourse not bo supported in sich an indefensible 
claim by responsible authorities of the French Republic. 

The Liberians wore not withdrawn. 

7. At the end of 1924 a Liberian Inspector with 
his escort visited this rogion. The French protested against 
this as an "armed invasion" of French territory, cf territory, 
it is to be remarked, in which there was no evidonoo of 
French authority or occupation, hut which by thoir shewing 
was occupied by Liberian outposts officials and 
subjects who liad been established therein before French en¬ 
try 
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entry into this region. They coasidorod the presence of Li- 
Lorian officials in this region as derogatory to French dig¬ 
nity. It was demanded of the Liberian Government that its 
officials -jid outpo3t3 should Lo withdrawn behind tao Vil- 
latto-hoo determination of tho meridian 11 5C i.e. the 1015 
determination which would givo Zigada (Zinta) into Frenoh 
possession and achieve thus tho ond sought in 1015 vis, the 
annexation of Lilerian territory heretofore expressly recog¬ 
nised as such by tho Government of the Trench Ooputlic and 
tho destruction of lihorlan proctigo in that region. 

S. It is to ho pointed out that tho Liberian 
boundary Conmisvion after great labour and careful observa¬ 
tions and calculation have dotcmined that the meridian 
11° 50' foet of Paris lies furtfcor 3aat than oven the Richaud- 
ITabor determination whioh was accepted in 1000 by both Govern- 
isenta. The Liberian Government do not insist upon this de¬ 
termination for tho present, as it is their opinion that tho 
position of this meridian must, for purposos of tho delimita¬ 
tion , be determined by a joint Commission fully authorised 
ly both Soverunento. This they have continuously sought 
to impress upon tho French Government. The French on tho 
contrary have not appointed a Commission upon tho plea that 
they have not tho financial means at their disposal for this 
purpose. This is tho statement made to the Liuerian inister 
in Paris by hr. de noauuarchais, whan tho appointment of a 
French Commission was demanded ly the Litserian Government. 
nevertheless, they have supported attouptod unilateral fix¬ 
ing ef tho boundary ly their local officials on tho border 
without reference to Liberian rights or the usual interna- 
ticaal procedure. 

9. Tho Liberian Government considering that tho 

territory 
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terri tory between tho Richaud-Haber delimitation and the 
Liberian (Laves] determination in disputable, informed tho 
French Government that they would agree to tho withdrawal 
of Liberian outposts behind the Riohaud-Ifaber line. Orders 
to this effect have been issued and carried out by tho Li¬ 
berian officials. Notwithstanding the loyal carrying out 
of this understanding by tho Liberian Government on or about 
the Twenty-ninth of April 1925, tho French crossed the 
Fichaud-’Iaber line and captured a Liberian outpost of 10 
non who they detained for sovoral days and nnly released 
upon the urgent douand of the Liberian Government. They 
subsequently capturod another Liberian post of 3 non on or 
about .'uno ninth 1925. They have subsequently occupied 7 
Liberian villages and in other sectors of the border have 
permitted raids against Liberia to bo organised in and 
launched from their territory. 

10. In all of these case3 the Liberian Government 
have adopted a defensive attitude. They have prevented 
raids of rovongo by their subjects from being carried into 
French territory, they have constantly appealed to Franco 
for a settlement by discussion and agreement without avail. 

P 

The correctness of their whole conduct they submit to the 
judgment of international opinion. 

11. To sum up, the Liberian Government charge tho 
French Republics 

(a) 9ith unprovoked aggression against their 
territories. 

(b) With deliberately av -iding a settlement of the 
boundary situation for tho purpose of facilita¬ 
ting such aggressions. 

{c) lith sending Agents provocateurs into Liboria 
for tho purpose of seducing Ligurian subjects 
from thoir allogianco. 

(d) Tith, if not encouraging^ at lease withnot 
disapproving raids into Liberia. 


All 
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All which are violations of international peace and against 
the security of the territories of Liberia, the Government 
of which Republic have conducted themselves in these matters 
with exemplary restraint and with a dosiro to he ooncilia- 



I have the honour to he, 
tlr* Charge d 1 Affaires, 





- 






f 



t 


I 8-3 pleased to pay t) et the political borlJ jr* 

V-8?» net-f ■? 1 yjVpd clearer rlnce I cone than it doee 
• jupt r. w. lay only fear If tfcr-t It if t »o good uo last, 

stir that tr outlie villi ootit ll><f the proverbial bolt 
fpoi the blue. Por the eel*® of Olfttltv X will refer 
briefly to the varloun nsatuerp of inuereet under 

separate headings »- 

ClMTRf.CT LAdlUii (JULEl'I'Jii. The fpeiiiah Cherg£ d*Affaires 
hae left i»lberia far Fernando Po to not bp Governor 
for a time during the euhet native Governor> Ulnees- 
at least that Ip hie explanation of the journey, he 
hinted that lie may never return except to collect Ip 
belonging* t and to dtepeee of ti e ladle* vrl.om he 

m r 9 \ *■ * 

maintain* as a port of pii'&te bcrfo. X p t ■ el 1 he 
purprleed If the trpffle ever recover* from t* Ip 
bio's- it, turned out to oe more perioue than I anticipit 

ed. Ilia "ultimatum*’ wsp said to be modelled on the 

, ,, or it ii 

fc.\r>n*ittsrt ,£f*n. , 

eto. t *t.o., etc,, 

Foreign Office 
London f T» • 1 
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jritipli Hot# to Cairo when on^ of out ueuerolf- k?&p 
murdered. Mr Cuyett wrongly deduced from thip tint £ 

red engineered the ultima tun, If It may be po oalled. 

I wup careful not to meddle In the oration of the 

# * i »* ^ ♦ > i r 

arrest the f-paniph of the Siberian offlolal, though 

I did pot# dieoreet oropa^aada work to call attention 

9 

to tl Ip excellent op' ortur.ity of auppreaping the 
tr^"fie without appearing unfair to Spain. /,p & 
matter of fact the acting oonsul—general arrepted wap 
a rerv humble type of Jhlberinn ,si d not eo long ego 
oould be seen running meeregep ir. tl e capital with 
not inrr but a tom trousers to Call 1 If o^m. Evidently 
ti e Xilberi iiP do not ev ec-t *ir ttuyntt t> return,re 
tl e Pjptnf eter ctole his rtook of liruerr tie f ore g his 
whip l ed If ft the harbour. ^ 

RA IU 7 Y PROJECT« Z pm glad to eav that tie lndieoreti mp 
of jj Leslie Cooper ,C..d.U» , liave done no lt.ru po far, 
tl *nkp perhaps to the countemeaeurep I adopted. On 

the other 1 and I wap ere: Cly annoyed to hear that 
Weint hal ,t v e Editor if tie '^rioan VI or Id , ie trying to 

out tie °electl tn Trust people In touob '*itk a big 
group of road bridge,and railway oonstruoting fir ip In 

the 







t'i e north of England with a view to devaluing t,l e 
means of oonmunlention 1 ere. If tl ey o >nf ine t! enselves 
to road—building it would be a good tl lnj, but £ hboe 
that n new railway problem la not going to arise. I 

ar. telling Il f reprep=ntative of t'. e .'election Trust 
here tint I regard ar, attempt to flort h Llb^rim 
mUmy company ksne In the present undeveloped pu^te 
of tie republic hp an outrage on tV f Investing public, 

and I ’ ore It? till t*.ke the Mi.t. Ir. other respeotp 
the "africsn V»orld“ has done eon* good,by breaking 
the silence *bout. Liberia in 11 r ,‘ifrlcan cress which 
in V e oast Ver n&ount s- 4 alioont to b >yoott of the subject 
FHlCTIOh ’iVlT'b Fib-iC-i. ri e Li berl.uie nre still very eore 
at tie French protest about tie Prepident’e journey ,1 

an assured by reliable people, They f-re troubled &bout 
the constant ‘'nibbling’* of territory tint Ip going on,and 
ti e reluct'nne of F i nor tj fix the b <undary. I received 
a Circular recently about oo— operation with France, I 

am a little puzzled f.p to l ow we osn oo— operate here, 
hie have the greatest cot* roi t] ii terest in Liberie of 
any country — the French have next to n me .merely one 
e will slwp wbion does not pay its opy. If the F T er.oh 

wish 

0 

# : 
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wiFh to denonptrete the genuinenepe of their friendly 
penti^entp tl ey 5 aw « good opportunity in the obpp 
of Liberia. They night 

Up 

1) Abandon thplr railway f oh ernes. 

?>.Cet»pf running a TireleFP ptntlon 1 ere at e 1 *fivy 
i., 1 >'•,since it* Ine oan 1 ardly be othej 
than strategic or for propaganda purpises. 

3) .Ceapr t: p singular arrangement by whto! either ft 

Irene yractiti *r.sr 1? -.tt..or ?* to their 

Letatlor. chiefly ,lt seetre.in order to attend the 

?r« ~lrent, end Cabinet fr- e >t ol:.rjf - 5r,AP at 

prefentt> e French CVarp# dV b'fftl pp If hiTiPelf 
o rdlcol t r.^rtlV-loner .with inli'-.Lted opportunities 
for pr jprpir.de. 

4) ,The only leglti.T.a'is Prenol interests In Liberia 

a?- far i f I nee.'ire (a) a soell store run it & 
loes.(b>.tbe wireless etpLion.(o| the cable at tion. 

(d I tip unfinished bour.bri survey ,m f inisVed 
be c.use jf their .. "Five oppoeltiar Lj tie 
deii"lt(!ti m. A Lejablon ma<;ned by a senior colonial 
official a >*r. hardly op needed to ■ ato ot-er ti ppp 
I nterest?. I prepuce their Legation is o! iefly 
nsecpd to MtoL us. «*Vy pi »uld they not reduce it 

to unsal rifri at*. t,i*p &f a proof of their cepifce to 
co-op* r^-W Phe w-npwer,I fear, Ip tl fti they do not 
quite believe in our pacifio intentions In regard to 
the republic. 

«>) If tv? Legation were conducted by t 1 e i^renoh Foreign 
Office wit) one of their off ioiale , Instead of by 
tie French Ciioi IhI Office wit! one of theirs.there 
right he leap intrlprue onrripd on 1 ew by the French 
n ;b ir.ft ub. ap it If, ovr ir.tereFtp rxp never po 
flourish Ing rr when the Franc! are nu-irrelling wit 
the LloerimP ,rp at present. )ur tracers ere not 

hp^^ied- we fret, good lews parsed opd bpd ones re ret led 
-the JMhertrne f r.xi >ts to Inf o^e friend to ; V e up 

for 


t 



for t1;e corresponding foe,ere anxioup to pleate,nl-;oet 
oonelptently po ,ln spite of Heir went! er-rane 

temperaiapnt. 

If oo—operation mean? being friendly 
witl tie ib’enol; representative In ti e matter of offioi&l 

relatione ,1 ti ink that it exist? in euffioient met pure. 

* 

I 1 ave once or twice given 1 ir, useful fver. valuable 
inf irmati >n wl en I felt it ould not offert our interest^ 
unfavolirabiy. he lu-te never done the f:r<= for roe, perl bpp 
through la ok of opportunity. >.o the whole I found no 
difficulty lr. maintaining friendly relatione wit!' the 
prepent oharg# d'affaires but hie wife Ip a more 
difficult, perron,being violently enti—Uritish”.partly 
I think.because they lost money tl r i jg-.h <**ohange 
fluotunul >ne which the ; lid of i renol neoppaper “he 
reads ntt ribute? to British ra.icl tnrtione. 

I do n -i tee openl.’^F f or any otl er 

* 

kind of oo- jperction,eatcept at our axiei.ee. We are 

'top-dogs'' in jjiberiu at present.»e rre in favour and 

tl ey are out of it. V.r-n the pie it Ion was tie oonveree 

we suffered for it .that In oufc trader? rid. If I ®ey 

exprepp *y idea lr, colloquial language,I would Pay 

. that 

# 

1 








t.V n't tl e ao-operation ec reuuirp of hi ■ French le 
■ta "clear out “ of this country where ti ey haws no 
ooTseTblal interests and leave up In peace . 

I hope I at Interpreting the measure 

•GeL. 

of o>— oper.itioa fequirad correctly, out if not I> 
should oe a»st grateful If V^u would set np right. 

I daresay a time vill oo:e when ’«e may find it 
: i,,;.ly berefici 1 to oo— operate -Jit’ t* e * H reno! 

here to oheok uer .an a^ tit ions ,for tierirwji trsrp Is 

going ahead so alarmingly that Uermar.y may some 

day begin t. take undue interest lr Liberia. At 

present they W*c no salaried officer 1 are- the Isrt 

ore left nucV dir runtled a y*t x ago .after we 
\ * | \ 

V tiled t.i air CJrenty project. 

Plnoe wiitinj' the abxve r received {lart 

night) your ort^-te I'tt^x {-h.I3ov/i ) of «ixon 
Piet*. ,end tr rlp»i if the wish y ■ f- v,rff« i shall 
endeavour to crultivnt# ny P~*o*iol oollp -^ue a little 
more; as soon ip Via -oife gore ojrcy 1 ought to lave 
111 tie trouble in effecting this 2ho lady i. 
soue-vhat uriconvent 1 mal toured Xtr-ly lest 

year under escort of V’a''manager of a Jrltish firm 

k * 

in 





~v 7 \ . T: 


\ n <Li1 


in Liberia. S^ey butt a qwrrel 1 


rol ir 


ihV^oonpui5^« 


(renewal at Genoa .wlAre J. boot,M»'w|jN, th«tH.s 
* i , V 4 i 

bow I henrd of tie tour. I mention t) e lnolrert iO 

“ ] ,/, X> . g 

fhew you the bine of person I ha*e to jSeaX .with. 


TOUR OF T1F. INffcRIGR. In Pplte of t' e 
rentnlB of ti e Liberians .there can now be hardly eny 


d>uot tlat If baa T.et with *>exi>u« oo;-ofiUon from 
a trioc .proonblv ti e Wterrv iu>weesee. l‘n*ee pmopla 
ha^e no gcr.P ,^r 1 e 1 as n epoirt*eo I do not 

think Ve If in e.oy danger, It would seem that hi* 
m^euentF .-re impeded ,l-owertt .-probably a* ™ ols by 
a certain unwillingness or tl e rev't of 1 ie party to 
come to olowe nit v onnnlbalfl »f by any die play of 


f o poe t>y t'i - p 1 fr * 

/ \ 

LOAi. ?B&J£0 x. de la Rue uae not. y^t recovered from 
tie collapse of tlia Pirrptone Loan plan.end I am 
giving him time to readjust ) Lv ideas to altered 
oircumet*nc«F before sounding bln *• to t! e poeltion 


of affaire lr. reg.rc. to tl e 
a i juT> fi -aa te c • tL< . r i 
•‘tijroueu- U.e L.-s: Ion 


i' ? aov'ratable id fa & 
-v ! •• '-te •* r flnenoed 

* -r- W w t. 

,f tie **,Rt\loftnal City 


jank of f-rk. 
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dSITIPii LE.t'Tn.: 


J ^ 1. > 


j.-ii all 


' Ir, 

,L1 . rf; . j*nip vo curr**pond#nof,wcing 

*t It,, r j, vi ’ 1 nftv r o * 6 ^ >*T CtOLWi' 1 >XA i£ 9 i? $ 

^ ’, '}j ' A J Ui ? “ ir.ci 5* f - °H - 1 - *■ OJW-J1 OC I'i-ijH 

\y i;. n c ft r v t,!* &t ^ n vg Tlr? t p ■" r louf- : rloti >B be t w ft ft n 
ti-ft two countri^Pi - i<b*r tihe* - o: jvt *"* rc-^ort tfcvt I 
l*. 4 , n; r ro & ;j 'ftll bi i* source : v t i' - feneb 
**ittlv#s ft? pj v ot.ftPt.^d ft - ^ Ir.p * f V? ^ tr-ci^a^ 1 

t*j, r ■ 


f rvw* h territory c&ntt. t, . ? * <Ar - c ' ; aa-rder. 

X-i;e gT>i*nd« jf i,ls rrotftftt are not ^ rvrvn with c^rt Lnty * 
Vvt It 1? uv-;r rrt'iW t 1 ft : ^nn‘> tint 

tj ft 4 ft »w r -^ Pftii 1 —t ft ftl s ui\?? tl f 

trioftp along vi ,p D)rt?€r ft t*i>ftli Frrnah nrl^hbjurp, 

nd titiftw Lf •-*- oftp .= t :■ tiirju t .ft t r-f it^riv tl i*t i; In 
diecute feet-jera U.e t-*^ W *rev.oh diftalfpotion 

thft ,w^.oa tt ft x renob murd r* tl-ftir eubvectP. 

f rftnch oor^iftftl jwr are rft ^Ttpa to ): re pt\ ter*d t’ If® 
rift ut & d area 1* Pt vvar anri taJe t ft tv 1 I^p ^hnt t ftV 
mar ft French t :vnd It %all o* that thav do not 1 L l e t ft 

trtftft Of ti e Prrflrftrt tr.klnp a Ifpf *r * ’■ tl *ilr o»ok. 

. * It. 1 ft al^-o p jftfttblfr t ^ i* u*-& i r^nO! --o 


t L 5? if.n 1 ftp tv 1 ft - rit Clr &1 
Par rft‘^ ^ : f t 1 1 « 

far ; 0 -. -It* rfairp , 

ft tc* , c- tc* , ftr * t 

i»^ndon t h* »»I, 


n ^t 








not m*t tic t»j Frr have 

tf*r.t"o£>c ti ; on z. m p** LI. ■'- :» * -.v* _..* ;, ,u fciw from 

? v r-j*I er~*+- t of Fe:>rufiry J->t; j-^t *d t! fir 

r Vk*> fro r.tier .m?o1 t tip pr rti .ration of 
tj r L. v : tn? ut oritur, ' U.uf t u.f lumber i^n 

M-V^y c ( > u'-i.r l i/lel* vjhitf *.EN- . loan engineer) 
tf i \ p -** t»2;i t lit f e ur-Mt^'-.r* t'vJLi .trv In «.-;** tom XjI berla 
cur r ^pp ^t ropp W'lte rnvr.ol ifflo*r; v;j •- a**:: to oe 
”] riVinp ovsr>* t P 

I nay : *ri ri»r bp pcrrltted to dlgrepa =#rp 
t- i t f- e tmt of p?;v Irr that I often Tanker wl etl er tiff 
C *:•* j t ie j- j? - ' ttl -Lite* ni^M nut 
*V ~ 1 v p ,. 5 * :r efill, o r ; otemi. 1 by *a c 'fi 1 J n iwf I ei5 |f 

fr ,:n d &in£ t 5 *:.*** t* In ;, by dr- 1 ;rv. tin pom effioar to 

o * f* ,r 1 ^ V ~>u *■ ;;:p remote o\ 4 unV'Wii* reriionrs of 

I 4 b*ris - pi^' r ^ -m r •wr«‘.irg pxt edition, 

I r> ml rip. >re t:.r.t thr *. »’!.- t'-»’*•/* to get porzlte 
f. or- ti e -jitter -t * :rf ( ■ I O 0 ul r acOure 

,iu* 1 /i r ml t* jr \ i : tv- p o ti e 

of r j t , I Vrt, r j..rt Pfitinr Vim 

i; "c* ,-ryf-*'T» r * rpelroif* )f *' - ^ t'iP* P* -b <- pj PFfFt 

^lcp-cooFtl • «re ,•■; 'O \r* f"<| p: Iriic# ^tid If: r 

jiT^nd r r.: <».* r r v/oyJLd y i J cJLt t.< f pro: f r o\L iy.py ,tnd aP I p 

tHjptfpf ppF tVf pprapher^ tl Ip f;fpiOirt _ It puo!. 
exr t-r itionp .coulc urotci Oil r > It o) eftp'lv » 

-i. f\^Ttiiip to tJ r Rf.j fi‘ u»f /i‘ Trie rb. in 
cjAt wfi? t ? "renel -ne* Z-lutriorr^ I ndd X\ r*t my 

1 if « ••! t If :\TIP 'rF £ il *« C:' riin#t lift 11^1 

. e ^ ^Fi'brlr p.j'ti ,*x 1 r,; r 1 ^ it u- - *11. France 


before 








4 


l- fort- tl f j-nrKtnjr jf I rf r U f jra ,tl # 

Jiav* nothing out tt* ,n >f*t ri^irupti 

fo.-; v* f ue&.-ue ,re//r rr: in^: it r f i # : r ih,- 1reach 

or pro-F -*ncV inflwno^ :>f %) e :.*ort t klar, and only 
r r rr -? 1.1 v cov.ld drive t> ra to me-ole -vitl It .P*rf jnally 
I ^'-u iv t; it trlf? will pT?r orin L ** tl fr e tr utiilff p#f 
tt. ’ r. t noci] Ixei iu f\rie4i. f ir i»ib#ris t nn I 

m .rted to U In -\\ : to .105 ,f Jflf i. 

I fve t v - honour ti , 

?ir l 

It gri»at ruth and rp*r*fct 
four ruoF t jben lent 

i ur.bJ «* fervent* 







